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ULYSSE NARDIN
UNIQUE FREAK X MADE FOR ELA

•0

ULYSSE NARDIN. A UNIQUE AND HIGHLY
ATTRACTIVE BLACK DLC COATED TITANIUM
AUTOMATIC WRISTWATCH WITH OVERSIZED
SILICON OSCILLATOR, INSPIRED BY THE
SIGNATURE COLOURS OF ELA

SIGNED ULYSSE NARDIN, FREAK X MODEL, UNIQUE PIECE,
REF. 2303-270LE-2A-ELA/1A, NO. 1/1, CIRCA 2024

Movement: Automatic
Dial: No dial. Movement treated in black, pink signature colour
Case: 43 mm. diam.
With: Black DLC coated titanium Ulysse Nardin double deployant
clasp, undated International Warranty, 5 years international warranty,
sales tag, product literature, slip case, presentation box and outer
packaging
Remark: Unique Piece made for ELA

CHF20,000-40,000 | US$24,000-47,000 | €22,000-43,000

This stunning one-off-a-kind example of the independent
Manufacture Ulysse Nardin’s ‘Freak X’ has been especially created
in black DLC coated titanium and pink to accord with the signature
colours of ELA.

Freak : A Wild Horological Icon That Has Revolutionised 21st
Century Watchmaking
Interviewed in 2023, Ulysse Nardin’s chief product officer Jean-
Christophe Sabatier comments that 'You cannot overstate the impact
of the Freak on Swiss watchmaking'. Indeed, since its debut in
2001, the Freak has been rewriting the rules of conventional high-
end watchmaking. The Freak’s influence on watchmaking cannot
be underestimated, its arrival disrupted the traditional world of
Swiss Haute Horlogerie, disposing with aesthetic and technical
norms. Here was a watch with no dial, no hands and no crown. And
yet it was a mechanical watch, conceived by some of the wildest
minds watchmaking had ever known. Not only were the design and
engineering groundbreaking, the Freak was also the first Swiss
watch with an escapement made of a new watchmaking wonder stuff
- silicon. Silicon is light and elastic, frictionless, has high resistance
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properties, and can be produced to very fine tolerances. Today, the
use of silicon in watchmaking is commonplace, but at the turn of the
Millennium, it was absolutely revolutionary. The Freak went first.

The watchmaking landscape will never be the same again - because
of the Freak. The Freak’s story has continued to gather momentum.
Further inventions. New materials. Always the unexpected. And then
in 2019, Ulysse Nardin broke the conventions of the unconventional
Freak by introducing the Freak X. The concept? Still no dial. Still no
hands. But this time, it did have a crown.

The Freak X was aimed at a new generation of Freak collectors. Its
form was simplified - with the addition of a crown - but it was still
an outlandish expression of analogue watch design. The movement
bridges still doubled as the hands, and the movement included
advanced developments such as the lightweight silicon balance
wheel with nickel flyweights. Beating away at the watch’s heart is the
UN-230 self-winding movement, a marriage of the UN-118 and the
high-tech UN-250 that gave the Freak Vision its unforgettable look.
The watch is water-resistant to 50 meters.

The present unique Freak X, inscribed ‘1/1’, presents pink details on
the minuterie, hours and minutes pointers, hour wheel and the strap.
It offers collectors the chance to obtain what is undoubtedly the most
exclusive individual watch of the model whilst making an important
contribution to the medical research of ELA.
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PLEASE NOTE 

This is not a catalogue for auction.  The sale of each lot is subject 
to the Conditions of Sale (including the Important Notices and 
Explanation of Cataloguing Practice) which are available at the back 
of the catalogue or at http://www.christies.com/buying-services/
buying-guide/conditions-of-sale.

Please note illustrations are not to scale, please refer to  
published dimensions. 

ESTIMATES & RESERVES 

Estimates are based on the condition, rarity, quality and provenance 
of the lots and on prices recently paid at auction for similar 
property. Estimates can change. No bidder or other person may rely 
on any estimates as a prediction or guarantee of the actual selling 
price of a lot or its value for any other purpose. Estimates do not 
include the buyer’s premium or any applicable taxes. Each lot is 
subject to a reserve unless marked with the  
no reserve symbol. 

BIDDING ON BEHALF OF THE SELLER

The auctioneer may, at his or her sole option, bid on behalf of the 
seller up to but not including the amount of the reserve either by 
making consecutive bids or by making bids in response to other 
bidders. The auctioneer will not identify these as bids made on 
behalf of the seller and will not make any such bids at or above  
the reserve. 

CONDITION REPORTS 

Condition Reports are prepared by Christie’s specialists and are no 
substitute for physical examination by you and/or your advisors. 
Christie’s specialists are not trained restorers and the report is not 
a comprehensive condition report prepared by a professional 
conservator. While we make certain observations on the work which 
we trust are helpful, we recommend you consult your own restorer 
for a more complete report. Prospective purchasers should bear 
in mind that condition reports will not disclose any imperfections 
which may only be revealed during the course of subsequent 
restoration. Condition reports are provided to you as a courtesy and 
Christie’s is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of the 
report. Buyers are reminded that Christie’s warranties with respect 
to property are limited as set forth in our Conditions of Sale and do 
not extend to condition. 

SYMBOLS

Please see the Conditions of Sale (available at the back of the 
catalogue or at http://www.christies.com/buying-services/buying-
guide/conditions-of-sale) for full descriptions of the symbols used 
in this section and for other important sale information. Please note 
that all lots are marked as a convenience to you and we shall not be 
liable for any errors in, or failure to,  
mark a lot.

º	 �Christie’s has a direct financial interest in the lot.

∆	� Owned by Christie’s or another Christie’s Group company  
in whole or in part. 

♦	� Christie’s has a direct financial interest in the lot and  
has funded all or part of our interest with the help of  
someone else. 

λ	� Artist’s Resale Right. (“Droit de Suite/volgrecht”) The buyer 
agrees to pay to Christie’s an amount equal to the resale royalty 
and we will pay such amount to the artist. See Section D3 of 
the Conditions of Sale.

•	� Lot offered without reserve which will be sold to the  
highest bidder regardless of the pre-sale estimate  
published online. 

°°	 The lot is the Property of a member of Christie’s France. 

¤ 	 Bidding by interested parties.

F	� Lot may not be imported into the U.S.

~	� Lot incorporates material from endangered species  
which could result in export restrictions. 

Ψ	� Lot incorporates material from endangered species that  
is not for sale and shown for display purposes only. 
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	� In addition to the regular Buyer’s premium, a VAT commission 

of the hammer price will be charged to the buyer. See VAT 
Symbols and Explanation in the Conditions of Sale. 

∍	� UK/EU consumer notice - Property of a Consumer.

■	� Lot will be transferred to offsite storage after the sale. Please 
review the Storage and Collection pages in the catalogue for 
the sale or the Special Notices on the lot page at christies.com.

➽	� Lot  is subject to additional disclaimers.  Please carefully 
review the Conditions of Sale, Section E(2), subsection (m) 
“Vintage Computers and Machines
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