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ATÆLIER HAUTE COMPLICATION
UNIQUE ARCHITECTURE MECANIQUE NO. 1 MADE
FOR ELA

•0

ATÆLIER HAUTE COMPLICATION. AN INGENIOUS
ONE-OF-A-KIND STAINLESS STEEL DUAL TIME
WRISTWATCH WITH DAY/NIGHT INDICATOR ARC

SIGNED ATÆLIER HAUTE COMPLICATION, GENEVE,
ARCHITECTURE MECANIQUE NO. 1 MODEL, ELA 2024,
CIRCA 2024

Movement: Manual
Dial: Silvered
Case: 41 mm. diam.
With: Stainless steel Ataelier Haute Complication buckle, 'Watch
Certificate™' passport
Remark: Unique Piece made for ELA

CHF10,000-20,000 | US$12,000-24,000 | €11,000-21,000

Created by the intriguing and innovative independent watchmaker
Vladimir Victor Négault, this highly original dual-time wristwatch is
a unique piece and the first Ataelier Haute Complication timepiece
offered to raise funds for charity. Please note that on the final
timepiece, the bezel will have the engraving ELA 2024 between the
12 and 2 o'clock screws.

In the exciting world of independent watchmaking, the name
Vladimir Victor Négault may not be immediately familiar. However,
this gifted watchmaker is quickly gaining recognition as one of the
most talented and creative horologists to emerge in recent times.
Négault, the founder of Ataelier Haute Complications, has always
shunned the limelight, yet his career has been remarkably illustrious.
He describes himself as “a disciple of François-Paul Journe,” and
indeed, his contributions to the legendary F.P. Journe company
were significant. In 1994, while working as an architect and 3D
modeler, he was approached by François-Paul Journe to create a
3D cast model for a Cartier bracelet. Ten years later, Journe invited
Négault to join his company to develop 2D and 3D animated films
that demonstrated how Journe’s complications and movements
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functioned. Négault worked for an impressive 14 years in the research
and development department at F.P. Journe. During this period,
he studied watchmaking himself and, by 2018, made the decision
to start his own company, Ataelier Haute Complication. Currently,
five different models are in development, each based on new and
unique complications. The first model, the Dual Time wristwatch, was
launched in a 19-piece ‘Souscription’ edition in stainless steel, sold-
out in 6 days, echoing F.P. Journe’s early days. This was followed by
a quickly sold-out 99-piece limited edition series, also in stainless
steel. The present unique example offers collectors the opportunity to
acquire one of the brand’s most important watches, as well as one of
the most interesting contemporary independent wristwatches, while
simultaneously supporting a worthy cause.

Ataelier Haute Complications – Architecture Mecanique No. 1
Vladimir Victor Négault’s avant-garde take on the traditional dual-
time complication features a 12-hour display for the second time zone
(current time), rather than the typical 24-hour display, with the hour
hand independently adjustable via the winding crown. To indicate
whether it is day or night, an indicator arc curves beneath the 12-hour
home time display at the top of the dial. A pointer for the home time
tracks the 12-hour daytime arc with a sun symbol from 6 am to 6 pm,
followed by a nighttime arc with a moon symbol, allowing the user to
determine day or night at a glance.
The case, clearly influenced by F.P. Journe, measures 41mm in
diameter and 9mm in height. The German silver, manually-wound
movement is visible through the display back, showcasing its hand-
finishing. Almost entirely made in-house, it provides a power reserve
of 42 to 45 hours when fully wound.
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PLEASE NOTE 

This is not a catalogue for auction.  The sale of each lot is subject 
to the Conditions of Sale (including the Important Notices and 
Explanation of Cataloguing Practice) which are available at the back 
of the catalogue or at http://www.christies.com/buying-services/
buying-guide/conditions-of-sale.

Please note illustrations are not to scale, please refer to  
published dimensions. 

ESTIMATES & RESERVES 

Estimates are based on the condition, rarity, quality and provenance 
of the lots and on prices recently paid at auction for similar 
property. Estimates can change. No bidder or other person may rely 
on any estimates as a prediction or guarantee of the actual selling 
price of a lot or its value for any other purpose. Estimates do not 
include the buyer’s premium or any applicable taxes. Each lot is 
subject to a reserve unless marked with the  
no reserve symbol. 

BIDDING ON BEHALF OF THE SELLER

The auctioneer may, at his or her sole option, bid on behalf of the 
seller up to but not including the amount of the reserve either by 
making consecutive bids or by making bids in response to other 
bidders. The auctioneer will not identify these as bids made on 
behalf of the seller and will not make any such bids at or above  
the reserve. 

CONDITION REPORTS 

Condition Reports are prepared by Christie’s specialists and are no 
substitute for physical examination by you and/or your advisors. 
Christie’s specialists are not trained restorers and the report is not 
a comprehensive condition report prepared by a professional 
conservator. While we make certain observations on the work which 
we trust are helpful, we recommend you consult your own restorer 
for a more complete report. Prospective purchasers should bear 
in mind that condition reports will not disclose any imperfections 
which may only be revealed during the course of subsequent 
restoration. Condition reports are provided to you as a courtesy and 
Christie’s is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of the 
report. Buyers are reminded that Christie’s warranties with respect 
to property are limited as set forth in our Conditions of Sale and do 
not extend to condition. 

SYMBOLS

Please see the Conditions of Sale (available at the back of the 
catalogue or at http://www.christies.com/buying-services/buying-
guide/conditions-of-sale) for full descriptions of the symbols used 
in this section and for other important sale information. Please note 
that all lots are marked as a convenience to you and we shall not be 
liable for any errors in, or failure to,  
mark a lot.

º	 �Christie’s has a direct financial interest in the lot.

∆	� Owned by Christie’s or another Christie’s Group company  
in whole or in part. 

♦	� Christie’s has a direct financial interest in the lot and  
has funded all or part of our interest with the help of  
someone else. 

λ	� Artist’s Resale Right. (“Droit de Suite/volgrecht”) The buyer 
agrees to pay to Christie’s an amount equal to the resale royalty 
and we will pay such amount to the artist. See Section D3 of 
the Conditions of Sale.

•	� Lot offered without reserve which will be sold to the  
highest bidder regardless of the pre-sale estimate  
published online. 

°°	 The lot is the Property of a member of Christie’s France. 

¤ 	 Bidding by interested parties.

F	� Lot may not be imported into the U.S.

~	� Lot incorporates material from endangered species  
which could result in export restrictions. 

Ψ	� Lot incorporates material from endangered species that  
is not for sale and shown for display purposes only. 
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	� In addition to the regular Buyer’s premium, a VAT commission 

of the hammer price will be charged to the buyer. See VAT 
Symbols and Explanation in the Conditions of Sale. 

∍	� UK/EU consumer notice - Property of a Consumer.

■	� Lot will be transferred to offsite storage after the sale. Please 
review the Storage and Collection pages in the catalogue for 
the sale or the Special Notices on the lot page at christies.com.

➽	� Lot  is subject to additional disclaimers.  Please carefully 
review the Conditions of Sale, Section E(2), subsection (m) 
“Vintage Computers and Machines
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